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week caps off a special year in U.S.-India re-
lations that began with President Clinton’s
March visit to India. The Prime Minister’s visit
provides another excellent opportunity for the
U.S. and India to advance further our rapidly
improving and mutually beneficial relationship.

I want to commend Speaker HASTERT for in-
viting the Prime Minister to share his vision of
India’s relationship with the U.S. with mem-
bers of the House and Senate. Thursday’s
speech will be the first congressional address
by a foreign leader in over two years. This ad-
dress will be an especially significant moment
for the over 100 members of the Congres-
sional Caucus on India and Indian Americans,
who have worked hard on legislation affecting
India.

I had the privilege of traveling to India with
the President, and saw firsthand the country’s
vitality and the desire by the Indian people to
develop a closer relationship with America. In
New Delhi, President Clinton and Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee signed a joint statement on
‘‘India-U.S. Relations: A Vision for the 21st
Century.’’ This is an important statement, com-
ing after years of American indifference toward
India. It is important that we treat this state-
ment as a living document, working to ensure
that its vision becomes reality.

The joint statement includes a pledge ‘‘to re-
duce impediments to bilateral trade and in-
vestment and to expand commerce’’ between
our two countries. The U.S. is now not only
the largest investor in India, it is also India’s
largest trading partner, with trade between the
two countries totaling nearly $13 billion.

The Prime Minister’s state visit will also be
a larger opportunity to highlight the great eco-
nomic and cultural contributions of all Indo-
Americans, who act as a valuable bridge be-
tween our two countries. I join my colleagues
in welcoming the Prime Minister and look for-
ward to his speech before members of the
House and the Senate.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I am so
proud to join my colleagues, the Distinguished
Chairman and the ranking Democratic mem-
ber of the International Relations Committee in
welcoming to the United States the Honorable
Prime Minister of India, Atal Behari Vajpayee.

On behalf of Illinois’ Indian American com-
munity and the people of Illinois in the 9th
Congressional District, I want to express a
most sincere welcome and best wishes for an
enjoyable and meaningful visit to Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee.

As my colleagues and the Prime Minister
are aware, the Chicago Metropolitan area
boasts one of our country’s most diverse pop-
ulations, including a thriving Indian-American
community of over 100,000 that is growing
every year. As a member of Congress who
values the relationship between our two na-
tions and recognizes the significance of Prime
Minister Vajpayee’s visit, I believe this is an
opportunity to strengthen relations between
India and our country even further. The Prime
Minister’s visit also gives the Indian American
community a chance to showcase its contribu-
tions to American society and to the U.S.-India
dialogue.

I was fortunate to be one of eight members
of Congress privileged to join President Clin-
ton on his historic trip to India earlier this year.
That was such an incredible and valuable ex-
perience for me, one which I learned from and
which has helped me to understand the rich
history and cultural traditions of a great num-

ber of my constituents who are of Indian de-
scent.

I was so touched and honored by the warm
reception the President’s delegation received.
I know that we will all do our best to recip-
rocate so that Prime Minister Vajpayee’s visit
is greeted with the honor and respect it de-
serves.

On Thursday, Prime Minister Vajpayee will
address a joint session of Congress. This will
be the first address to a joint session of Con-
gress by an Indian Prime Minister in six years
and the only address by a world leader to the
106th Congress.

It is important that on this historic occasion,
Congress sends a strong message on the im-
portance of our relationship with India in such
critical areas as trade, national security,
health, science and technology and education.
The friendship between our people has never
been stronger and the relationship between
our governments has reached a new height of
cooperation. That is why I am a proud original
cosponsor of H. Res. 572. The resolution ex-
presses the Sense of the Congress that the
United States and India should continue to
work together.

I urge all members to vote in support of it,
and on behalf of myself, my family and my
constituents, I offer a wholehearted and gra-
cious welcome to Prime Minister Vajpayee.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution,
House Resolution 572.

The question was taken.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MINK of Hawaii addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GREEN of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PITTS. addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. RAMSTAD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

REMEMBERING THE SINKING OF
THE HMT ROHNA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, the
greatest naval disaster in the United
States during World War II was the
sinking of the USS Arizona. 1,177 were
killed. The Arizona has been memorial-
ized in the national consciousness.

On November 26, 1943, however, a loss
of American military personnel of al-
most identical magnitude occurred
when the British troop transport ship,
the HMT Rohna, was sunk by a radio-
controlled rocket-boosted bomb
launched from a German bomber off
the coast of North Africa. By the next
day, 1,015 American troops and more
than 100 British and Allied officers and
crewmen had perished.

The U.S. troops aboard the Rohna
have been largely forgotten by their
country. I only learned of this disaster
because a neighbor of mine on Whidbey
Island had a brother who was lost when
the Rohna was sunk. He made me
aware of the issue and the book about
the sinking of the Rohna.

It is a grim story. Hundreds died
when the German missile struck. The
majority, however, died from exposure
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